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Chrielnss week, never a good period for
the theatre serverd to keep raanj pei-on- s

away from tho plnyhouses last week, al-

though the attractions, for the most part,
were unusually good. At the National, Olgi
Nctherfcle's production of "Sapho" drew a
series of large gatherings, while the hoase
last night, on the occasion of the first
presentation of Mis3 Nethersole's own
version of Sudermanu's " Magda," v as one
of the best of tho week's engagement. Tho
Herbert Kelcey-Effl- e Saannon offering,
"My Lad Diinty," at tho Columbia, re-

ceived good panonage, and the entertain-
ment found paitlcular favor with the femi-
nine attendants. The La'aette Siuare
Stock Company presented ' Aristocracy"
very creduab y, and good business was the
ruiti during ta week. The vaudeville bill
at the Grand was exceptionally-goo-

d,
and

as a result the house was crowded at al-

most even penormance. Tho Acadeni) Is
now lirmh esiab.isned, and with su'a a
good melodramatic attraction as "Through
the Breakers," large crowds were iu

The Bijou, with "A New York Cirl,"
rnd Kernan's, with Al Reeves' Show, were
well patronized.
' Al'the Columbia tomorrow night Marie
Bunotighs will be seen for the first time
as a star, and will offer a dramatization of
Gilbert Parker's novel, "The Battle of tho
Strong," in which sho has been quite

received In a number of the larger
.cities of the West. James K. Hsckett will
'prcsenChls new success. "The Pride of
.Jennlco," at the National, and the La-

fayette Stock Company will do .Nut Good-
win's old play "A Gilded Fool." Manager
Chsso has prepared another vaudeville bill
that looks promising, and tho 0fT5nterta'n local theatregoers during tho
the Academj cf Music will enjoy tho thrills
of "Sporting Llfp. Manager Kcrnan will
entertain his clientele vlth the Sam re

show, while the other house devoted
to burlesque, the Bijou, will put forward
the Victoria Burltsquers.

The Colmiililn Mnrle IJurrniiKliK.
Any" reader of Gilbert Parker's novel,

Thc Battle of the Strong." can readily
see that It lends itself easily to pur-

poses of diamatlzatlon. When the book
was published and became at once a
strong" favorite with the public, Daniel
V. Arthur, manager of Stuart Robson, se-

cured the work as a vehicle for his new
star, .Miss Marie Burroughs The task
of dramatization was assigned to Edward
E. Rose and Willis Stccll, the result of
their labors being what is reported to bo
one of the most interesting dramatic pro-

ductions ever presented on tho American
stager

The play. It Is stated, is full of healthy,
vigorous action In addition to possessing
a strong love Interest. Inasmuch as the
scene of the drama is laid in one of the
most picturesque spots in the world the
Island of Jersey there is plenty of op
portunity for stage appointments and ef- -
fecta. This opportunity, it is reported, I

Jia3 been take advantage ol by .Manager
Arthur, who has expended money with a
lavish hand in the scenic embellishments 1

of "The Battle of the Strong"
Miss Burroughs has not been seen in

this city for a couple of seasons, but I

the memory of her excellent work is still 1

fresh In the minds of patrons of the local
theatres. She not only has the reputation
of being one of the most beautiful of
American actresses, but her record for
versatility In roles calling for the display
of fine human emotions and passions has
rarely been equaled. She is particularly
a favorite with women, but although her
clientele of feminine admirers has been
large in every city she has visited, she
has compelled admiration from the mas-
culine element as well,. Her appearance
in this city as the heroine of "The Battle
of tho Strong" will commence tomorrow
evening at the Columbia Theatre, with a
special matinee on New Year Day.

The supporting comrany Is said to pos-
sess much strength. It Is headed by
Maurice Barrymore and Includes Holbrook
Blinn, Charles Lane, Franklin Garland,
Norman Campbell, Taj lor Granville, Au-

gustus HalLacb. Frederick Perry, L. P.
Hicks, C R. Gilbert, Sumner Card, Eliza-
beth A Godson, Jennie Kelffarth, and
Blanche Alexander.

The Nnllnnnl Jn x IC. Ilnc-Utt-

.Manager Raplcy announces as the at-

traction at the New National this week
James K. Hackett, now In his third year
under Daniel Frohman's management Mr
Hackeltn engagement In Washington will
begin on the last day of the century. Ho
will give matinees on Tuesday (New Tear
Dayj and Saturday.

This talented young player's admirers,
and he has many In Washington, will be
glad to" know-- that during this visit he
brings the play which is proving the
greatest success. Judged from every point
of view, with which he has ever been
identified This Is the four-a- melodra-
matic romance, "The Pride of Jennlco,"
which was first given to the' public in Bal-
timore a year ago this month, and which
has since been witnessed by more people
than ever saw "The Prisoner of Zcnda" or
"Rupert of Hcntzau" In a similar length
of time. Up to his appearance as Basil
Jennlco, Mr. Hackett had found his great-
est success la the dual role of Rudolf
Rassendyl and the King. of Ruratanla In
the Anthony Hope romances

As for (he play, it may be said that It
ran uninterruptedly at the Criterion The-
atre In New York for twenty weeks and
that It comes here after successful runs
in Boston and Philadelphia. The novel,
"The Prido of Jennlco' Is by Egerton
Castle, and the play has been dramatized
therefrom by Abby Sage Richardson and
Grace Livingston FurniBs The plot con-
cerns Basil Jennlco, who, subsequent to
Inheriting the estates In Continental Eu-
rope, falls In love with and marries a
beautiful young woman named Ottlllc. He
believes her to be the Princess of Dorn-hel-

and so she Is, though owing to a
unique confusion of personages Jennlco for
a time is convinced that he has married
a lady in waiting to the princess Instead
of that noblewoman

Mr Hackctl's leading lady. Bertha Gal-lan- d,

has made a delightful impression as
Princess Ottlllc, Ehe has not yet been
reen in Washington and her udvent Is
awaited with interest. The full strength
c,l Mr. Hackett's company is rsqulrd In
the production and the scenic and costume
effects arc said to be regal In their splen-
dor.

The I.nfnjrttc "A milled Fool."
"A Glided Tool," one of the best come-

dies eTer written by Henry Guy Carltton,
will be revived by the Lafayette Square
Mock company tomorrow night, and will
continue throughout the week, with matl- -

i

spend his money. Tncre he Indulges in
the vlidest of riotous living and becomes
an casv mark for every swindling firm
making Its headquarters In tho melrapo-ll- s

One of these swindlers Is a very gen-
tlemanly villain named Strange, v.ho per-
suades the gilded gentle-ra- n to Invest
some of his monej In a wild-c- specula-
tion which naturally enough fails In tie
end, the villain getting the money and bo

patrons

joung gcirleman the cxp.rl nee.
Throughout four ats he purchases h.s ex-

perience dearly, but ho finds the mes ex-

pensive Iuxurj of all the most pleasing in
the end. for, as n result of the sipc n.

ho makes the acqualn an e cf Miss
Margaret ltuthvcn, daughter cf .1 respec-
table broker, who Is Innocently enough
drawn Into the Fame net woven br the

.villain, loung Miss Huthven is u
won by the gentleman v ho Is

experience on the Installment
I'tau, nun .ic Luuaiutjia iiiai nv; 13 stjUJLt:
with the world, despite the departure of
his dollars. There arc main-- m nor
threads which round cut this int resting
story, and two separate love tffalrs

the attention when the In cen-
tred in llic two principals conim nets to
lag in the least. It is not all comedy,
cither, for there is a touch of pvthos In
th" third act which exhibits one side of
the iharactcr of the hero In a new ligit.

in this week's production of ibis
charming and beautiful comedy, Eurene
Ormonde will be seen In the title role
originally plavcd by Nat Goodwin and
Miss Percy Hnswcll will appear as Mar-
garet Ruthvcn, the role first played by
Mailne Elliott. John T. Sullivan will be
the villain, and tho other members cf the
stock company, it Is said, will be seen In
good roles.

Thp Crnml auilcv lllr.
Tor this week, Lhere has been arranged

a polito vaudeville bill at Chas'e's New
Grand, which, according to the manage-
ment. Is, In Its exceptional leading fea
ture and all other details, a proper and
fitting amusement offering with whli'h to

hollday season. In announcing his attrac
tions for this week Mr. Chase makes the
claim that they arc the most expensive,
and the offering altogether one of the
very best he has presented to his pttrons
this season. The event extraordinary Is
'a'mlnlature production of grand opera In
the form of operatic comedy, Flotow's
"Martha," which has been condensed : r.d
adapted to vaudeville purposes by George
Brcadhurst, whose authorship of "Wnat
Happened to Jones" and like comedies, has
brought him so much fame. The l

engaged for the presentation ar
all well known, the prima donna being
1'j ra Tre'nch, lat of the Carl Rosa Grand
Opera Company of Englind Elvia

will sing the mezzo role; Edgar
Temple, the tenor; Jay C Tavlor, the
baritone, and Henri Laurent, the come-
dian.

Seven other acts of uniform attractive-
ness and merit will be Included In '.he
New Tear bill Al Leech will eomo with
'his Three Rosebuds, their act naving
proved wherever seen one of the blggost
laughing luis of the season. Mark SuIIi- -
van w(ll be heanl in a new monologue, A
headline feature of no mean prominence
will be the appearance of Ida Van SI len
and comrany In "A Sporty Education."
Miss Van SIclen Is reputed to be one of
the handsomest comeaicnnes of ine stage
today. Her company will include Walhce
Campbell, a n actor. The
sketch is said to be intensely amusing, in
jnca amj bUuatlons. Theo Westman and
Lily Wren will be seen for the first time
here in a rural creation, entitled "In
Haj In' Time." Kosalre. the European
celebrity. In remarkable balancing feats.
Morton and Elliott, in mu3icai oun:ties
and novelties, and Maud Mclntlrc, In
character dialect comedy and songs,
should lend attractiveness to the off-ri-

Tin ivntlcm) "Siioi-tlii- i Life."
The attraction at the Academy this wect-ttl- ll

be "Sporting Life." The plaj, which is
English in plot and atmosphere, is by
Cecil Raleigh and Seymour Hicks, authors
of "Sporting Duchess," "HeartB Are
Trumps," .and "The Vvhitc Heather," am
ruriosity Is keen because of Its long runs
In New York and Chicago last season, and
the favorable reception accorded it by the
critics and public of both cities.

It is said to be replete with strong dra-
matic situations and thrilling climaxes, and
the scenic embellishment Is declared to
surpass In magnitude and beauty any simi-
lar jrestntatlon. There are in ill fourteen
sceres rcprcsentlcg as many different lo-

calities, and each is said to be a marvel '

of design and artistic execution. The most '

attractive of these aro probably the big ,

training stables in the first act, Woodstock I

Hall, In the second act, the Earl's Court j
. ..... .......tiAtnui.luu rain, mv tJw

act. Coven t Garden and the National
Sporting Club, in-t- fourth act, and the
view of the Epsom Downs race course In ,

the fifth act. '

Thr hero of the play Is a spendthrift
English lord, who squanders his fortune
with reckless prodigality but saves his
honor, The story is described as absorb-
ingly interesting, and deals In an Intelli-
gent way with the manly sporting life of
an English gentleman, who Is a great lover
of horseflesh, and hence a follower of tho
race track. The action Is rapid and the
Interest Is sustained to the end. when the
hero wins the great Derby and regains his
fortune, together with the girl of his
choice. Matinees Now Year Day, Thursday,
and Saturday.

Kenuiii'K Sum Ileverc'ix Show,
The attraction at Kernan's New Year

week bids fair to outdo anything of Its
kind that has visited the house this
feason. It Is Sam Devcre's Own Company,
and under the sole management of Sam
Devere, who has alwavs beea Identified
with the very bet vaudeville shows ever
produced upon any stage.

The olio Is composed of such clever
the Rozlnos, said to be among

the greatest acrobatic acts ever presented
to tbe public, and Introducing tho most
novel and spectacular acrobatic Teats ever
attempted; Gertie Lo Clair and her rag-
time brunettes; Parker's dog circus. Intro-
ducing ten canines trained lo a perfection
that Is not often seen; Empire Comedy
Four, vocalists and comedians; Engstrom
Sisters, Mitchell and Cain, the prodjeers,
the comedians; tbo Westou Sister:, four
dancers, four singers, four boxers; the only
Sam Devere, in his funny payings, new
songs, and clever repartee, and thn CIneo-grap- h,

with the latest moving pictures of
thn Corbett-McCo- y fight.

The performance will be brought to a
close by a farce entitled "The Girl In
Black," which Is said to be full of bright
and wltllny sayings, new and catchy mu-
sic, funny comedians, and a host of pretty
ycune ladles, and should prove to be one
of the beet drawing, cards Manager Kr-nan'b- as

bad this seson.

The Ilijou The Victoria nurlcftifuera.
At the BIJou this week the Victoria

will hold forth, "snd a series uf
novelties calculated lo please the patrons
of this house are promised. The Victorias
is said to be one of tbo best of many ilm- -

liar organizations now- - touring the corn-tr- j.

and each year many patrons arc add
ed to the already Ions list of admirers. (

because the public knows tor a surety
ihnf ihf msnarnrnpnt nlwavs maintains

I the organization up to the highest stand
ard of excellence.

The curtain raiser Is called "The Vic
torias itcception, auu kivcs iuii m:ui" j

miss iiitm
IliUde itluir Mroiijr,"

for the comedians to display-thei- r abili-
ties. The "olio Includes Aggie Behler, the
American chansonette. Morel! and Evans
mirth, music, and satire, Reld and Gil-

bert, a lively pair of sketch artists; St.
Clair and Celeste. In songs and dances.
Curtis and Sldman, Hebrew and Dutch
comedians, lu dialect entanglements;

j Welland, claimed to be one of the grcaUst
; of clown Jugglers, and last, as an extra

New Year attraction, the "Seven Sholkes."
Augustus and Maude, and their five orig-
inal little archlpellgoans. The closing
edition of the performance Is a spectac-
ular satire, a fantasy"of mirth and music
called "The Queen of Bohemia." Matinee
every day.

NEXT WEEK'S ATTRACTIONS.

Tlie sntlfinnl Mnnile dnini In
"LMlKlfin."

After a season at the Knickerbocker
Theatre, New York, Mafude Adams comes
to Washington, a week from tomorrow
night, when she will begin an engage-
ment at the National Theatre in Edmond
Rostand's poetical masterpiece, "L'Alg-lon,- "

which many critics rank with the
same author's '"Cyrano de Bergerac." For
over seventy-fiv- e nights she filled the Im-

mense auditorium of the Knickerbocker
Theatre with a series of brilliant and dis-
tinguished audiences. In her Impersona-
tion of the Eaglet she has dwarfed all her
prcvlous efforts, and triumphed to a dc
gree exceeding any of her earlier nccom- - ,

pllshments In high coiucdv, and her lm
personation of Juliet In Shakespeare's
"Romeo anil Juliet."

Much interest is manifested In Miss
Adams' engagement here, and the demand
for seats promises to test the capacity of
the theatre The sale of seats will open
Thursday morning The Saturday mati
nee will be tbo only one given during this,

c..luml,lii-n-.- .rj villlcr.
"Richard faavage. the new-- play In

which Henry Miller will appear for the
nrst time here at the Columbia nerfweek,
cannot fall to be a distinct departure
from the usual dramatic themes of the
day. It Is the work of Madeleine Lucette
Rylcy, and It will probably be quite a
surprise to the pIavc,otng public, who as-

sociate her name with light corned)
Most of her plajs have been written to
order, and consequently her work has
been confined to this field from necessity
rather than elmp "Richard
however, was not written to order, but
rather as a labor of love, because the
dramatic themes suggested bv the life
of the poet attracted her.

The principal roles will be played by
Florence Rockwell, Mrs Louise Thorn-dvk- e

IBouclcault,- - Arthur Elliott, Owen
FAWcelt, Joseph Wheclock, and Jennie
Eustace. Mr. Miller's past successes and
his consequent popular following should
ensure him an enthusiastic welcome. The
play will have its first production on
any stage tomorrow- - night in Rochester,
N. V.

The A.iiilcnij "I'll.- - Mill Allirill."
"Tho Still Alarm" hEH been secured by

tho Academy management for next week.
Tho play has been revised, and all new
scenery and effects have been added for
this season. Mr. Harry Lac), who was so
long identified with "The Still Alarm,"
contlnua to play Jack Manly. Consider-
able attention has been paid to tbe selec-
tion of the company, and tbe parts are snid
to b In capable hands. The fire engine
will play no small part In the performance,
and with a realistic snow storm, a Are
with engines throwing streams of real
water should delight the patrons of tbe Is
Academy.

The Grnutl llojtklnn' TrniiM-Ocenn- lc

Coiiipmi.
Hopkins' Trans-Ocean- Star Specialty

Company will open an engagement for one
week at Chase'H New Grand next week.
The foremost and leading feature of the
performance this season Is the famous
Allison Troupe, seven In number, one of
the most remarkable troupe of acrobats
ever seen ln the country. Will H. Fox,
"Paddywhlekle," returns after a success- -

ful engagement f "over four hundred
nights In London,.,, tyssie Monroe makes
her first appearance with this comrany.
Barnes and Sisson present a new musical
farce, "When Gwk Sects Greek." Clav-to- n.

Jenkins and, Jasper offer "Darktown
Circus " A. O. guncijn, the premier

will show .his wooden family.
Bu&man and AdeHel tfto do ;or young peo-
ple, have a skejeij, entitled "The Door
Key," Introducing 'Tjfimpcnzclt," and the
marvelous Hoopeys, T611 do a unique act,
consisting of hopj Tolling and Juggling.

Rather a striking lne ll Ib that Sousa
uses on his posters this season, "40,000
miles by land and sea," which represents
tho Joumejings that this band will have
accomplished by the end of its present
concert tour.

That the Sousa band was appreciated In
Europo Is amply evidenced Ly Mattering
comments of the Continental press. The
"N'uremburg Courier" said: "Sousa car-

ried the hearts of the Nurembcrgers by
storm, and his band won the title of
model bind. Clean, sharp-cu- t, soft In
tone and volume, precision In ensemble,
technical perfection of the individuals
everjthlng was at hand for the satisfac-
tory performance of the music " Sousa

ttLititoi (.:i.. f r
lit lh- - Coin mliluS This AVcek.

., w s

comes hcret,tonj oqe Jonctrt with his
band at the National Theatre on Spaday
night, January 13, Dlapche DuffleW, so-
prano, and Berthal Bucklln, vlolinlste,
will be the soloists.

THE PASSING SHOW.:

The advertising matter of "My Lady
Dainty," the piece played by Herbert
Kelcey and Eftie Shannon last week at the
Columbia Theatre, furnished the Infonni-tlo- n

that Mr. Bruce Edwards Is at the
managerial helm. Persons on the In3lde
know that associated with Mr Edwards In
the tour of these two talented players U
Mr. Charles Dillingham.

Both Mr. Edwards and Mr. Dillingham
arc former advance agents who spent
most of their time in the employ of
Charles Frohman. himclf an advance
agent during his early theatrical career,
and a good one, toe. The gentleman who
has been called "the little Napoleon of
managers," In these days of remarkable
prosperity, has not forgotten his former
lieutenants, the men who assisted him
when his was a real struggle, and his ap-
preciation Is evidenced by allowing them
to have the pick of some of his meat suc-
cessful plajs for the smaller cities, wnl e
Mr. Dillingham will soon become the
manager of Miss Julia iiarwe. In addi-
tion to having under his direction two
such popular stars as Mr. Kelcey and
Miss Shannon. Besides thus favor- -
ln nlb chef assistant Mr. Froiiman g.v.s
Mr. Dillingham full swa in the nianagc- -
ment of the Garden. Theatre, New Yoik.

Another theatrical manager of come
Importance a' present is Julius Kahn, a
former bookkeeper for Mr. Frohman
when the latter's Interests were not so
varied or extensive as they now arc. Mr.
Kahn gets many of tho New York suc-
cesses from Mr. Frohman for what are
theatrically known aB the one-n'g- ht

stands, and his companies are playing in
over a dozen dilTcrent cities throughout
the country. The many chancer Mr. 1 roh-rn-

has given his lieutenants to better
themselves professional!) and financially
bespeak for him an anp.eclatlon and In-

terest In his cmpio)es that Is rarely
(ound in other professions. The result Is
thtt there Is no more popular manager in
the country than he, and his employes
sing his praises ln stentorian tones.

The late Charles Iloyt was another
manager who assisted his employes very
materially, and the managers and advance
agents who remained lojal to the Hoytlan
house during so .many jears were
beneficiaries unddr-tti- e will of the de-

ceased playwright and manager. One of
the mest prominent of Mr. Ho)t's ad-
vance men, Bert Dtsher, received ten
thousand dollars from the Hoyt estate,
while Trcd Wright nod Fred Zwlefel, two
of his managers, rre)ved large bequests,
and Mr. Hoyt's jsirtBcr. Frank McKce.
who was an advancEagent when the firm
of Hoyt H Thomas was Just beginning to
reillze immense profits from their theat-
rical Investments, came In for the major
shaie of the Ilojt fortune.

Tho Christmas numbers of the drama-
tic papers are lot of pub-
lications this vear. The best Issue un-
doubtedly Is that oftho "Dramatic News"
whfph lus prllnspil all of lie fnrmpr nf.
forts and turned outran exceedingly tied-- !
liable number, in wmch are found the
portraits of most of the leading members
of the theatrical profession. The rcs
work Is above tho usual Bettleheim stand-
ard and the holiday Issue ln many re-
spects Is by far the best the "News'"
readers have ever received.

The "Mirror" combined Us regular li-s-

with the holiday number. The con-
flict that still wages between Harrison
Grey Flske and tho theatrical sjndkatc

evidenced by the conspicuous absence
from the advertising columns of the an-

nouncements of the managers composing
the syndicate. The portraits arc for the
moat part those of almost unknown ac-

tors and actresses, while a number of the
repertoire companies that enjoy great

through tho Eastern and Mlddlo
States occupy entire pages with tho half-
tone groupings of their members. By far
the best cover of. any of the dramatic edi-

tions is that of the "Mirror," designed
by Earnest Haskell.

The popular "Clipper" does not make
much of an effort to turn out a Christmas

number, although the Jiollday edition Is
embellished by a handsome lithographed
cover and half-ton- e portraits of many of
the best known vaudeville performers ap-
pear throughout the pages.

Washlngtonlans will soon have an op-
portunity of seeing Maude Adams In her
successful production of "L'Alglon."
which will be presented at the National
Theatre on Monday, January 7. Miss
Adams will be immediately follow en l.y
Sarah Bernhardt ln her original version
of the Rostand play and local theatregoers
will compare, with not a little interest,
the different rortrayals of tho young due

The productions In both Instances will
be Identical with those recently given in
New York.

It Is worthy qf note that the first ap-
pearance of May Yohc, known to the read-er- a

of Burke's Peerage as Lady Hope, at
the Xew York Theatre last Monday night
was almost totally unnoticed by the me-
tropolitan papers. The former Rice cr

was seen ln an extravaganza en-
titled "The Giddy Throng." In which she
sang a song written especially to display
the three noted Yohc notes.

It Is an encouraging sign when the
newspapers of Gotlirm town do not con-
tain half page reviews of the stage ap-
pearance of such an Illustrious member
of the British nobility as the former cho-
rus girl from Bethlehem, Pa.

An early booking for the Columbia The-
atre Is Lulu Glaser In her new opera,
"Sweet Apnc Page," which went into
New York quite unostentatiously and re-
ceived flattering press reports. Miss Gla-
ser is popularly known as a former as-

sociate of Francis Wilson in most of his
recent productions.

Miss Glaser believes that she possesses
a large enough personal following to make
her starring tour a paying Investment,
and If all the favorable. notices that come
to hand about her opera are true Wash-
lngtonlans may look for an unusucl'y good
performance, even If she does mo-
nopolize the lime light and the middle
of the stage These are a star's preroga-
tives, and Isn't Miss Glaser a star?

Roland Reed's daughter, said to be a tal-

ented jouds woman, whose life his been
principally spent ln a convent, announces
that sho will soon enter upon a stage ca-

reer. Tho lie I lit of Isadoro Rush's daugh-
ter, Carol) n White, as an actress, was cut
short by the Illness of Mr. Reed. In whose
company she was playing an ingenue role.

If Mr, Reed recovers sufficiently to ap-

pear on the stage 'next year It Is not Im-
probable that both hfj daughter and the
child of his leading lady will be members
of the same organization.

Is the public becoming weary of bur-
lesque, as odercd by the traveling com-
panies that visit Washington?

Manager Thomas Van Au3ten, of the Al.
Reeves company, belicvs tho end of bur-
lesque In Its pns'nt form Is rapidly ap-

proaching, and that next year will see a
radical charge ln most of the houses that
have been for some time devoted to this
kind of performances. This is Mr. Van
Austen's view of the matter.

"There Is no denying It, the burlesque
buslni ss Is being done to death. Tne peo-

ple have been surfeited with burlesque and
extravaganza, and the fact that there are
not over four houses ln the country that
aro making mr-n- with: theso shows Is
pretty gool evidence that the audiences
want a change. The burlesque
has had Its dav and because the few men
who first tried this typo of entertainment
mido a lot of morey for a few seasons
dozens cf Irresponsible managers tried
their hands at the business. The result
was Inevitable. ThTe was Immediately an
overproduction, and this led to a combina-
tion of mamgers, one of whom Is Mr. Ker-ra- n,

of Washington, to take steps to weed
out the poorer attractions and offer in the
future none but the very best of the trav-
eling burlesque companies.

"The great ciist?ka. that the managers
havo made Is the belief tint the men who
ccme Into the theatres that pjay burlesque
will stand for almost any thing-- They will
not concede that 3 are men
of Intelligence who, primarily come to the
thcat'es because thy want relaxation, be-

cause they knov, that they can take off
their coats If they jg desire and enjoy a
smoke ard at the sajae time te entertained.
A person who vls'ts half a dozen different
ncrforraances will fall anything
new- - In any of them. Tne first will please
him, tbo second afford a mild enjoyment,
but by the time ho has seen three or four
bills of exactly the same type, with their
old worn out Jokes and frayed songs,
ho will come to the conclusion that a bur-
lesque show is a thing to be avoided. You
can't blame him, either, for he pays for
something that he does not get.

"There Is only one remedy, ln my opin-
ion, for the present deplorable state of af-

fairs. The burlesque houses will either
organize their own companies and present
dllferent vaudeville features each week or
else plaj pieces like 'The Telephone Girl,'
'The Girl from Paris,' and similar produc-
tions, that at least boast of a semblance
of a plot. The former plan Is being seri-
ously considered by a' number of man
agers throughout the country, to whom I
have spoken regarding their next ) ear's
attractions, and I understand that there
will bo several shows on the road like the
Casino offerings One thing is certain You
will sfe a great change In the burlesque
shows befnro miny days."

Persons who attend the burlesque houses
week after week will recogn -- e the truth
of Manager Van Austen's remark3 concern-
ing the quality as well as the quantity of
the average performances.

David Bclasco has made the announce-
ment that the new piece In which Blanche
Rates will soon become a star under his
management is a dramatization of 'Under
Tvvo Flogs " in which the actress will ap-
pear as Clgnrettc the camp follower The
part, it Is said rill afnrd Miss Bites
splendid opportunities, and under the
coaching sh' will receive from Mr

thcro I3 small doubt as to the out-
come.

The city that will first see the plav has
not been officially named yet. but those
on the Inside aver that Washington has
been selected by Mr Belasco. partially
because he first presented "Zaza" and
"Naught) Anthony" hero and also be-

cause Miss Bates Is so popular in this
city.

Mr. Paul Wilstach, a former local dra-
matic writei, and for the psst few years
the press representative of Richard Mans-
field, contributes a very entertaining ar-
ticle on the methods of the theatrical box
ofllco to tbe current number of a New
York magazine.

The article concludes with a few para-gra- pl

s concerning speculators in theatrical
tickets, and Mr. Wilstach observes:

TitVtt siktuIjUmi ii a subject on which tlitre
is wldesrrjd ignorance ami jbundJnt indignation
The purchaser who coims promptly ulun the
tale opini, or within a day or two, li rarclv
heard to profe&t. He has equal chance with all
coiiurs, eeulatorii or no has cver)liovly

onl) the others don't avail tlnmbehcs of the
oj portumtv.

erlin people arc always ryiu "iraud" and
"collusion." Without venturing to inter upon
any ilictission of atltircd fraudulent Inxtjiurs of
dilution between manager ami curbstone petn
laton., tonMiVr how eas) it 15 for these mer-

chant to pov-es- thctnftthf of a fair portion of
the cream of the Ikkets The hour of opening
the sale is an advertlx-- fact, iubli property.
These men are expert in prejudging the rrobable
deinanu for certain seats lor rertain attraction-
Tlicv govern them-eht- acionluiid). If there Is

an)
"

Indication Hut the line up will brgin. sav.
nix hours before the sale open", they art watch-

ing it more careful!) than any other suwle p
They take places, br enlace otlurs to

hold i taut (or them; and If there is a rule limit-
ing the munlier of lit Vets to be sold to lach
Indivlliml, they multiply tlmr representatives
in line in proortlon to the number of seats
the) want. Thrv arc there, standing on ttitl"
priwltgcs as purcliirrs. and on the fair rule ol
first eoiK, Brt served What right has the
niari.gc.ntnt to refuse to sell them statsf How
is the in tr.igt ment to ilMimcuMi hetwtm specu-

lators at d liolia tide patrons?
arluus measures have btrn taltcn in tllnVrtnt

cities to suppress the theatrical ticket speculator.
One manaper secured the jiassase of a cit)
ordinance nuUng it a mi"t!emeanor, punisl abli
by Imprisonment and tine, tor auvoiic to sell
tickets to a public entertainment at a prit-- in
adtance of tlie- advertised figure. Another man
ager secured n ordinance making It obligatory
on all ticket sellers (o obtain an annual license
The cost w.s very large, but he paid it cheer-full- ),

lor no occasional speculator could affo'd
the license, and he himself could not sell with-

out it For yetrs a well known manager had
pr,r.leel on the back of every ticket told at hia
box ofhec a waruififf that he reserved the rlgbt

to refuse the ticket when presented at the doe.r,
and to refund the money. He never did refuse
ti"kets except when they were presented by per-
sons wlio had bought them from epemlator.

However, there is some food for consideration
In this little bit ol philo-oph- y which a veteran
n anager recently expounded to me when

the topic. "I have noticed." tie said,
"that there Is alnajs a loud howl when the
theatre sells out, and the only tickets to be had
are in the hamU of tho ever eager speculators
out on the sidewalk, at an .advanced price. Hut
did jou ever hear of anyone complaminj of spern-latc-

when there were seats-t- o be had at regular
rates at the box office, and the speculators with-

out arc selling at half price? Tlie in.tancts where
these Idealises have isnorcd half priced tickets,
and bought at standard prices of the hot office,
have always escaped my notice." ft really seems
It depend on the question which foot wears the
rroxerhial shoe.

Manager E. D Stair, lessee of the Acad-
emy of Music, will soon have a new the-
atre In New York City In the vicinity of
Flft) -- third Street and Broadway. It will
be built by the Pabst Brewing Company
and will be devoted to the popular-price- d

performances that this energetic manager
has Introduced with so much success In
this city. Work upon the new house will
bo commenced Pt once and the first play
will be presented next September.

Notwithstanding nil the talk of the rel-
egation of the coon song, May Irwin, one
of the principal singers of this particular
type of melody, ln her new play, "Madgo
Smith, Attorney," has several new

which have been well received
by the metropolitan followers of the
comedienne.

The songs arc, "When I'm h Your
Side," "My Jungle Queen," "Oh, My Liza,"
"I Cer'nly Is de Biggest Fool Nig in dls
Town." "I Have Laid Him on the Shelf,"
and "The Shadow Song," a dainty bit of
verse oy Robert Louis Stevenson, set to
music by Cissle Loftus.

Besides these songs, sung by Miss Irwin,
Joseph Sparks has a number entitled ' The
Turkey and the Turk," an Irish song es-

pecially written for him, and Mr Iguaio
Mnrtlnetti also sings a French song writ-
ten for his use In this play.

A week seidim passes In EnglanJ with-
out Sir Henry Irving delivering a speech
somewhere or other, and wnat he says is
generally worth readlrg. The other even-
ing in the Sheffield Press Club, ho dealt
with Mr. Cecil Raleigh, the writer of Eng-

lish melodrarras, of which "Hearts Are
Trumps" recently seen In this city Is a
fair example, and tho commercial drama.

Mr. Irving saldr "I see that a very suc-

cessful dramatist has been making seme
amusing remarks on what he calls the
'commercial drama.' contending that art
does not pay. If he had said that art does
not always pay he would have stated an
elementary truth, but no more elemen'ary
and no more truthful than the proposltlrn
tint 'commercial drama' does not always
pay. The dramatic tide has Its ebb and
flow like other tides, and you cannot be
sure thrt a particular policy, although it
may enje-- an enormous succe3s for a

period, will be always an ad-

vancing and never a receding wave. No-

body has found the philosopher's stone.
No theatrical manager has discovered a
type of play that he can go on repeating
with a positive certainty that it will al-

wavs Dlease the nubile. But to say that
jfils Is a total discouragement of artistic..t connuions on ine stage, 13 tu ui"hasty conclusion from the mutability of
I human affairs If there were a decline

of popular interest in the drama itself
If the public were to desert tne tneatre
and discover some strange and mystical
recreation in musical tea meetings,- - under
the patronage of the clergy of all denom-
inations, that might be a rathpr eenou3
omen. But, short of that contingency, I
.don't think the drama even the artistic
drama has very much to fear."

A London dramatic authority writes
that In spile of all denials to the contrary
there Is a good deal of truth Iu the story
that Ellen Terry Is scon to leave the
stage. During her last year's American
tour It became apparent that Miss Terry
had aged a very great deal, and In nearly
every city In which she appeared the dif
ficulty she experienced in remembering
her lines was noticed and In many cases
commented upon In print. Since her re-

turn o England Miss Tern's memory has
not Improved, on tho contrary, it has
grown much worse. Her health, also, has
not been good, and while Sir Henry and
Miss Terry still appear to the world at
large as the best of friends. In private
life their relations for a long time now
have been strained.

If It had not been for Irving's serious
Illness and the financial disasters that
overcame him at the time. It Is doubtful
If these two great artists would ever have
acted together again. But Miss Terry's
sense of Io)alty brought her to the rescue
of her old comrade. Now that Sir Henry
Is on his feet again. Miss Terrj's own
state of health demands a long rest.

The largest ro)alties which were ever
paid to a playwright in one week's time
were forwarded by his agent. Miss Eliza-
beth Marbury, to Edmond Rostand re-

cently.
The gross receipts for the two produc-

tions of "L'Alglon" In New York for one
week came to within a. few cents of $47,-C0- 0,

and Rostaud's share of lhese re-

ceipts reached a figure which far'exceeded
the average playwright's yearly Income
Well may nil these foreign artists and
pla)wrlghts from Bernhardt down ex-

claim fervently, "God bless America."

Not often does an actor receive any
emolument which he has not worked for
and fairly earned, and when, by chance, he
does, the event is a memorable one. Since
James K. Hackett became a star tinder
the management of Daniel Frohman, there
has betn in hi supporting company a
handsome young Englishman named Long-l- e)

Ta)Ior. Washington theatregoers will
remember him as the delightfully eccentric
major, who proposed marriage to the

In "The Trpe of Knowledge." and
as James. Rassend)H's faithful attendant.
In "Rupert of Hentzau " In "Tbe Pride of
Jerrlco" Mr Ta)Ior has the Important
part of Markhsm He is now exhibiting a
check for $S10 drawn to his order, which
he regards as a sort of bonanza, and which
ser.-e- s to remind him of a most Interest-In- f

period of his career One of his cionles
of years ago was Guy Boothby the English
novelist. A fortnight ago Mr. Boothby
sent Mr Taylor tho manuscript of a book,

Vlv tmtl.-in- . Oneen " which he had written
and generously gave the actor the sole
rights in America to the same.

The author wrote to his friend: "Get ns
much out of It as you can " Mr. Tj) lor
proceeded lo do so at once. He called on a

n miblishlng house in New York
City, with the result that last week the
firm forwarded a check tor tne previously
mentioned sum.

"M) Indian Queen" tells of adventures
among the bushwhackers of Australia,
which befell Mr. Boothby and Mr. Taylor
during an overland .rip they made In that
far-o- ff land some eight years ago. Their ex-

periences were unique, because they passed
through localities never before visited by
Caucssians. Boothby was then unknown as
an author, and Mr. Taylor had. up to that
time, never been on the stage. The two
were In search of adventure, and they
found it plenty of It. They first tried
pearl fishing In Australlap waters, but
fniind It n hum-dru- m pastime. In January,
1SW. thej found themselves In Normanton.
Queensland, the most northern town In all
the antipoles. Adelaide lies 2.000 miles
directly south and when the r! fish-

ers learned that no ono bat. ever made a
direct Journey from one point to the other,
the) determined to be pioneers. It meant
traversing an entire continent, where, even
now no railroad has penetrated that par-

ticular portion.
The amateur explorers next made the

jou-u- cy to Svdne) and thence took pas-sfl-

for hemp, where Mr. Boothby. nt the
advice of Rudvard KIpllrg. incorporated
something of life on the "Island Conti-
nent" Into a book, and called It "On the
Wallaby," and Mr. Taylor was invited to
deliver a lecture bfnre the famcus British
Association, which he did.

Mr. Hackett. who has read the manu-
script of Mr. Boothbv's latet work. "My
Indian Queen." thinks It contains splendid
dramatic material and It Is not unlikely
that the novel will bo dramatized before
lo.vg.

Among the most Interesting personaees
who appeared at Chase's last week were
Eugene O'Rourke and Rose Braham. Mr.
O'Rourke was for a long time associated

1T

with the productions of the late Charles
Hoyt. Under the guidance ot the enter-
taining playwright he first stepped Into
prominence as a comedian, since whl:h
tln:o he ha had a varied and uniformly
surco"';;!- career. Miss Braham comes
of a theatrical family. She Is young and
beautiful and although only four years
ln tbe profession has already attracted
widespread attention for her undoubted
dramatic talents. Her father, Dave
Braham, wrote the music for all
the old Harrlgan and Hart rongs.
and Is now a well-kno- musical director.
In charge of the orchestra at Wallack's
Theatre, New York, Her career was

as "Beauty Fairfax" with .Louis Mana
and Clara Llppman In "The Telephone
Girl."

Miss Braham and Mr. O'Rourke wero
thrown together this season under cir-
cumstances that were extraordinary and
exceptionally Interesting. They were as-

sociated all of last season on the vaude-
ville circuits, but at the beginning of the
present theatrical year had signed with
different companies, Mr. O'Rourke con-
tracting to go with Rogers Brothers ln
"Central Park." while Miss Braham was
to have a part In Pete Dalley's "Hodge,
Podge &. Co." A week before the time he
should have reported to his compan), Mr.
O'Rourke was stricken with appendicitis:
and carried to a New York hospital. Only '
a few days later Miss Braham was take
to the s:s Institution similarly- - arfeete.'f C"

Both were operated upon successfully, and
during their period of convalescence, de-

cided to again venture Into vaudeville, it
being too late to Join their respective
organizations. Friends ot the two declare
they mu3t have tasted of the same snips
and were thus simultaneously afIe-tei-

Roland Gibson, who is a member of tho
Marie Burroughs Company which appears
at tho Columbia Theatre ln the "Btttle ot
the Strong" thU week. Is a Washington
boy. A year ago ho was a member ot
the press gallery at the Capitol as ono
of the assistants of his father, E J. Gib-
son, Washington correspondent of the
"Philadelphia Press." Later he was a
member of the William Morris Stock
Company which played at the Columbia
during the summer months.

Peculiarities of authors are not confined
to their style of composition. Tbejr are
aUo noticeable in the titles of their
works. For example, the late Charles
II. Hoyt had an Invariable habit of com-

mencing the titles of his plays with the
article "a." No exception can be found
in the list of bis pieces from "A Bunch
of Keys," his first ambitious effort, to
"A Dog in the Manger," which was his
last production, and which proved such a
dismal failure. Its weakness, no doubt,
being due to Hoyt's. already falling health.

Gilbert Parker, the novelist. Is also pe-

culiar In respect to his titles, which he
obviously selects from sacred and pro-

verbial sayings that have been doing duty
for generations. His "Seats of the
Mighty" brought him world-wid- e reputa-
tion as an author. This title is obviously
taken from the verse of the Psalm com-
mencing "He hath cast down the mighty
from their seats and hath exalted tho
humble." The book was dramatized for
Bcerbohm Tree, who produced it in Lon-
don and the country. Another illustration
of Mr. Parker's fondness far thi-- j class
nr tfltaa l fnvtnH In "Th Tl.lH!, of the

I Strong." his most popular work, which
Is a starring vehicle for Marie Burroughs
thi3 season. The name Is derived from
the familiar quotation, "The race In not
always to the swift, nor the battle to the
strong." In his preface to the book the
author does not explain which characters
In his story he had in mind when he
wrote the title. It 13 left, therefore, to
the reader of the novel or the spectator
of the-- play to Judge as to the person or
persons referred to. This Is not an easy
task, for the story abounds in thrilling
situations and strong men and courageous
women.

Those who for many, many years have
been yearning for something new- - In th'J

1 comic opera line, stand a very good.chance
' . .... .X.. ... It... . I... .. llinl enmlncIV bee cut; icaiuaiiuu ee uiui ivuun,

hopes.
A new lihre'tlst has been unearthad. The

libretto foundry of Harry B. Smith is
! threatened with failure. Cheever Good

win has consulted a clairvoyant and has
been Informed that a nice young man wltn
elongated curly hair of the sunshiny kind
will cross his path. Louis Harrison anj
Edgar Smith pass man lonely houra in
mutual consolation ana agree that tho
business is not what It was some ypars
aso. while their lyric lathes accumulate' 'rust.

Mr. J. Clarence Harvey, a poet, whose
verss enjoys much popularity in KoKorao,
Ind , and West Superior, Wis., has boldly
entered tho ring, with a firm determination
and a rhyming dictionary fully prepareu
to take a fall out of the comic opera muse.

HU premier offence Is "The Village
Beauty." Act I: Landscape drop, with
plenty of wood wlng3 and borders, cottage
at left; grass mats, scattered ln profusion,
indicate the green hills of Virginia or some
other Commonwealth; at rise, the army
of the ever merry, merry village maidens
romp on the stage and sing joyously as
they dance arount' the May-pol- e.

ve arc the ladies the ladies of tbe chorus.
It's easy to be lathes, as the title. eKjes not

bore us;
We're ladies on ami off the stage; of that

there is no doubt.
Tor if we lived on our salaries, our salaries, fcUf

(salaries.
If we lived en our salaries, we would not be

StOUt,

trippms. liehtly skipping.
Let its now the Maypole twine.
Where's the penniless pauper peasant, who Is

always orderirrj wiiie?
wine' VVmel nine! Wine! Wine' Umel

ttinel
( Ml drink at peasant's expense and exeunt )

Madeleine Lucetto Ryley, the dramatist,
arrived from London last evening, ard will
at once proceed to Rochester, N. T.- - to at-

tend the opening ot her new play, "Rich-
ard Savage," :n which Henry Mhler will
star. Mri. Ryley has been doing consid-
erable writing in England, and in a letter
to The Time" expresses the belief that
American theatregoers who are familiar
with her previous works will be greatly
surprlseel with her latest product, which
sho says Is a distinct departuro from her
earlier compositions, inasmuch as It does
not include the comedy situations cr the
ingenious laugh-provoki- lines that have
characterized her other efforts.

Mr Miller's first appearance In Is
denominated In tbe theatrical world as "a,
v.eek stand" will be at the Columbia The-
atre, this city, next week, and It is confi-
dently expected tait his appearance will
evoke much interest.

Delia Fox, while playing an engagement
at Manager Chase's Baltimore theatre-las- t

week, was married to John Levy, a dia-

mond merchnnt. ot New York. Mrs. Levy,
so it is announced, will soon become a star
under tho financial guidance ot her hus-
band.

Closely following the announcement
that William Gillette will be seen ln
"Hamlet" comes Nat Goodwin's publish-
ed Intention to invade Broadway with a
production of "The Merchant of Venice, '
with himself as Shylock and his talented
and estimable wife, Maxlne Elliott, as
Portia. Mr. Good-vl- writes to Tho
Times that he Is really serious In the
matter and adds that he will offer an
original conception of the money-lende- r,

when ho will be seen at the Knick-
erbocker Theatre In February.

Marie Dressier, also. Is out v.ith a
statpment that she will go in for Shakes-
peare and her manager authorizes tho
publication of her forthcoming produc-
tion of "As You Like It" with the merry
comedienne, ot course, as Rosalind. What
with nil the turning their at-

tention to the legitimate, no one should
be surprised to hear that Dan Daly con-
templates an early appearance as Fal-staf- f,

with the "Merry Wives' jctx'iHed
from the Casino forces.

The second of the charitable uiatlntes
at the Herald Square Theatre was given
last Thursday. The play was a dramatiza-
tion by Harrison J. Wolfe, of "Cahel
Byron; His Profession," George Bernard
Shaw's novel, tho cast Including Harrison
J. Wolfe, Theodore Roberts, Charles J.
Ross. Mabel Fenton, and Mrs. Melbourne;
McDowell.


